25 fun things to do on your block 

to meet your neighbors and help the earth

CLEAN AIR

1. Trade in your polluting gas-powered mower for a cleaner alternative
Mow Down Pollution Lawn Mower Exchange 

Clean Air Minnesota

Saturday, May 22, , 2004 10 am to 2 pm

Minneapolis Frattallone's Ace Hardware & Garden, 

1804 Nicollet Avenue S., Minneapolis

Just bring your working gasoline-powered mower and proof of Minnesota residency. Then trade your old mower for a $100 off coupon for a Black & Decker 19-inch battery-powered cordless electric mulching mower (model #CMM1000, retail $489.97); a $50 off coupon for a Black & Decker 18-inch electric corded mower (model #MM600, retail $189.97); or a $50 off coupon for an Agri-Fab reel-to-reel (push) mower (model 45-01931, retail $199.99).

45 coupons will be distributed until gone. 

Contact: Colleen Coyne, 612-334-3388, ext. 109.   

http://www.mn-ei.org/air/events.html#events     

2. Reduce the amount of yard you need to mow- info at www.mn-ei.org/air 

3. Sign up to receive MN PCA email air pollution alerts  On days when air pollution exceeds safe levels, the MPCA issues alerts suggesting ways we can protect our environment and our health. To sign up or to find out more, go to http://aqi.pca.state.mn.us/hourly  

4. Stop idling your car, even at stop lights, especially during the summer.  Reduce idling whenever possible. If your car is turned off for as little as 30 seconds and then restarted it saves fuel and pollution.
TREE CARE

5. Mulch, Water and put guards up for new trees planted by the City. (Construct a tree guard by making two wooden triangles with 2” by 4”s and 4 foot metal fence stakes) info at www.minneapolisparks.org and www.ci.stpaul.mn.us/depts/parks 
6. Plant a Tree  www.treetrust.org 

7. Protect Elm Trees

Residents and Block clubs should only trim elm trees during the winter and early spring, and remove dead elm wood immediately.  Block clubs can invite Elmer the Elm Tree to your special event. Contact the Forestry Section at 612-370-4900 for more information about Elmer the elm tree.

http://www.minneapolisparks.org/default.asp?PageID=149&SearchID=52817 

Dutch Elm Disease Prevention – Block clubs can receive a discount if 3 or more trees on a block are treated at the same time.  The treatment lasts three years.  Rainbow Tee Care uses a fungicide proven through university testing to consistently protect elms against beetle carried infections. If interested please contact Rainbow Tree Care, 

West Metro (952) 922-3810 , East Metro (651) 251-3810  info@rainbowtreecare.com  , http://www.rainbowtreecare.com/services.htm  

NATIVE PLANTS

8. Help Remove Exotic Plants – Buck thorn 

MNPS is sponsoring a new small grant program to further public education about native plants

Schedule of buckhorn removal events- http://www.stolaf.edu/depts/biology/mnps/Invasive04.htm 

Buckthorn Bust Neighborhood Guide

http://www.ci.stpaul.mn.us/depts/parks/environment/buckthorn/buckthorn_index.htm 
9. Landscape to Prevent Graffiti

Report Graffiti, cover it as soon as possible and use the following plant list to prevent graffiti from re-occurring. 

Minneapolis- Call 612-673-5722 on line form http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/graffiti 

St. Paul-  612-266-8989, on line form http://www.ci.stpaul.mn.us/depts/cso/graffiti/graffiti.html  

Plant List – See web site for photos www.outbacknursery.com    

1. Staghorn, 6-8' H, or Smooth Sumac, 10' H +   --  Rhus typhina & Rhus glabra (colonizer)

2. Hop Tree  --  Ptelea trifoliata

3. Common Ninebark, 8'+   --  Physocarpus opulifolius

4. Choke Cherry, up to 20' H  -- Prunus virginiana  

5. American & Beaked Hazel, 6' H +  --    Corylus americana & Corylus cornuta 

6. Wild (Meadow) Rose, 3-6' H   --    Rosa blanda (colonizer)

7. Wild raspberry and blackberry  --  Rubus allegheniensis 

GREEN YARD CARE

10.  Order Low-Cost Compost Bins 

from Green Guardian

http://www.greenguardian.com/bin_zip.asp 

Your everyday kitchen food scraps, leaves, and garden debris are a great source of natural fertilizer for your garden. And turning them into nutrient-rich compost is easy with the Green Guardian Home Composting Kit. Residents of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey and Washington Counties can reserve a Composting Kit on-line and pick them up a nearby location for $30.

11. Visit the Hennepin County Eco-Yard

Come learn about environmentally friendly landscaping. It's an approach to home landscaping in which plants thrive in Minnesota with minimal amounts of pesticides, fertilizers, water and time. The Eco-Yard Demonstration Site is adjacent to the Brooklyn Park Recycling Center and Transfer Station at 8100 Jefferson Highway, in Brooklyn Park. The Eco-Yard Demonstration Site is open for self-guided tours, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m. - 8 p.m., and Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. all season long.

WATERSHED PROTECTION

12. No leaves or clippings in the street

www.cleanwatermn.org 

13. Spring Watershed and Park Clean Ups

Minneapolis Annual Earth Day Watershed Clean-Ups , 

Held the Saturday before Earth Day in April  612.313.7722

http://www.minneapolisparks.com/default.asp?PageID=517#earth  
St. Paul Annual Spring Parks Clean Up 

Held the Saturday before Earth Day in April  9 to noon, 

651-266-6458  http://www.ci.stpaul.mn.us/depts/parks  

13. Start a Rain Garden, Buy a Rain Barrel, point down spouts toward the grass, put a green roof on your house. www.greeninstitute.org/GSP/index.htm 

ENERGY CONSERVATION

14. Replace your old refrigerator

www.energystar.gov   

15. Become a Block Energy Captain

Andrew Lambert, PCEC 612) 278-7118 , alambert@greeninstitute.org 

www.greeninstitute.org/pcec/index.htm 
16. Organize a Compact Fluorescent Light Bulb Distribution event. 

Whole Energy and Hardware (good prices on bulk buys)

Rick Parris, 952-448-7488   www.energystar.gov   

17. Energy Efficient Heating and Cooling

When buying a home, wrap energy improvements into your mortgage.  

Peak Performance Homes – 
Jimmy Sparks, Neighborhood Energy Consortium,   

651-221-4462-123 jimmies@spnec.org 

Host a Weatherization Workshop – 

Center for Energy & Environment www.mncee.org 
TRANSPORTATION

18. Participate in the Metro Commuter Challenge, each May www.b-bop.org 

19. Test Ride the LRT www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/lrt 

20. Adopt a Greenway www.midtowngreenway.org 

21. Start a Car-Sharing Hub www.hourcar.org 

CHILDREN’s ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

22. Practice Lead safe cleaning & remodeling
Lead Line - 612-870-4937  www.src-mn.org 

23.   Non-Toxic Home Cleaning www.givingvoice.org 

24. Smoke Free Apartments www.ansrmn.org 
25. Mercury Smart Fish Consumption  
www.mepartnership.org/sites/MERCURYFREEMN 
Ideas presented at the Neighborhood Sustainability Conference, January 17, 2004 at Augsburg,

Organized with these partner groups by the: Alliance for Sustainability, Sean Gosiewski, Executive Director

612-331-1099 x 1 sean@allianceforsustainability.net , 1521 University Ave SE, Mpls, MN 55414 www.allianceforsustainability.net

